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MEMORANDUM ~  

TO: IslandCountyPlanningCommission

FROM: MeredithPenny, PlanningManager

DATE: June18, 2021

SUBJECT: AmendmentstoICC17.02BtoaddressGrowthManagementHearings
BoardCaseNo. 14-2-0009

Planning Commissioners:  

OnSeptember 22, 2014theIsland County BoardofCommissioners adopted newFish
andWildlife Habitat protection regulations (ICC17.02B).  OnJune24, 2015, theGrowth
Management Hearings Board (GMHB) issued anorder inresponse toanappeal
asserting thattheCounty’supdate complied withtheGrowth Management Actwith
respect tofouroftheissues raised intheappeal, anddidnotcomply withrespect to
sevenother issues.  Island County subsequently adopted ordinances C-44-16, C-71-16,  
andC-02-17toaddress theremaining seven issues.  

OnJuly14, 2017theGMHB issued anorder findingcompliance andclosing thecase.  
Thisdecision wasappealed tosuperior courtwhoupheld theGMHB’sfinding of
compliance. Thurston County superior court’sdecision wasthenappealed toDivision II
CourtofAppeals which thenreversed thefinding ofcompliance andremanded the
matter backtothesuperior court toremand totheGMHB forfurther proceedings. The
GMHB hasprovided theCounty untilOctober 15, 2021toaddress theremaining issues.  

Asthenextstepintheprocess toreachcompliance, Planning Staffhavedrafted
proposed amendments toICC17.02Bwhichareenclosed withthismemoand
summarized below.  
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NextSteps
Planning staffwillbefinalizing draftamendments totheCritical Areas Ordinance, ICC
17.02B, toaddress theabove issues foundnon-compliant. These amendments willbe
brought tothePlanning Commission andBoardofCounty Commissioners in
accordance withthefollowing schedule:  

June28th – Planning Commission Workshop
July12th – Planning Commission Public Hearing
August 4th – BOCC Workshop
August 17th – BOCCtoadoptPlanning Commission recommendation orschedule a

separate publichearing
September 7th – BOCC Hearing ifneeded

Enclosures
1. DraftAmendments toICC17.02B – FishandWildlifeHabitatConservation AreasAppealCompliance


